Course Syllabus and Classroom Procedures

7th and 8th Grade ELA
Instructor:  
Shelonda Houston



Phone: (864) 443-2243



Email:  houstons@mccormick.k12.sc.us

DESCRIPTION OF 7TH and 8th GRADE ELA COURSE:  This course is designed to meet the needs of students transitioning from elementary to middle school instruction in reading and language arts.  Instruction will continue to reinforce foundational skills in reading and provide ample scaffolding for those students whose reading skills are still developing.  Writing instruction, vocabulary development, and research skills will be taught in conjunction with the literature studied.  

MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS FOR 7TH and 8th GRADE ELA:  To provide students with a foundation for a course that is based on a rich and wide variety of learning experiences that actively engage students and accommodate a broad range of student learning styles through varied materials and instructional strategies.
GENERAL RULES:  Be on time, be prepared, be respectful, be honest, and be responsible.
PREPARATION FOR CLASS:  Please visit the rest room and water fountain prior to arrival to class. Students are required to bring 2 pencils, handheld pencil sharpener, 2- composition books (1-will remain at school & 1-bring home daily), completed homework, and novel/library book to each class unless otherwise directed. All book bags are expected to be left at the back of classroom on a hook. All cell phones should be off and inside of your book bag. 
EXPECTATIONS FOR CLASS:  Everyone has the right to, and should expect to, learn.  Each individual is worthy of respect.  Classroom orderliness is necessary for an effective classroom.  Hard work is necessary for learning.

EARNED CONSEQUENCES:  Classroom earned consequences are listed below:

Consequence One- Warning
Consequence Two- Student/teacher conference
Consequence Three- Contact Parent
Consequence Four- Parent/Teacher conference
Consequence Five- Office Referral
GRADES:  

· Minor grades:  50%
· Major Grades:  50%
GRADING SCALE

	A
	90-100

	B
	89-80

	C
	79-70

	D
	69-60

	F
	59 and below


LATE WORK:  Students are given five days to turn in late assignments. Ten points will be deducted for each day work is late. Late assignments after five days will not be accepted.
ABSENT WORK: Upon return from an absence, all missed work must be completed within 5 days of the students return.  It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements with the teacher for all make-up work including tests and quizzes.
REMIND:  Ms. Houston will be using a reminder app called Remind for important updates for 7th and 8th grade ELA. It’s free and safe to use, and you can get messages from Ms. Houston by text, app, or email. A sign-up sheet will be sent home by students.
PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES: Parents will be contacted concerning his/her student’s educational growth or to discuss behavior or work habits that may cause the student difficulty in class.  Parents are to meet outside of class time during the teacher’s planning period to discuss questions or concerns related to class.   My planning period is from 1145-1210.  If this contact does not resolve the issue, parents are to contact the school principal.  Parents are encouraged to communicate with teachers through email.  My email address is houstons@mccormick.k12.sc.us.  Those who do not have access to email may contact me at school at (864) 443-2243 and leave a message. 

______________________________________________________________________

Parent(s)/Guardian(s):

I acknowledge the receipt of and have read the 7th and 8th grade ELA Syllabus.
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________Date:_______________________

Regards,

Ms. Shelonda Houston

